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Introduction

In this article, we consider recent changes to the rules concerning retirement visas.

Background

The rules relating to the issue of retirement visas to foreigners, were quite well established and remained the same for many years, except for changes to the income/savings thresholds that had to be met. Until 2006, the requirements were as follows: (1) the applicant had to be over 50 years of age; and (2) could either show (a) income of more than 65,000 Baht per month or (b) savings of at least 800,000 Baht deposited in a bank account in Thailand, either in the applicant’s name or jointly with his/her spouse. If the visa was granted, the spouse and minor children of the retiree would also be granted visas, as dependants of the applicant.  In October 2006, the rules were changed, and applicants had to show that the required savings had been deposited for at least three months prior to the date of visa application. 

New rules

With effect from 1 September 2007, further rules for retirement visa applicants were imposed by the Immigration Bureau. In future:

· Where the spouse of the applicant was aged under 50, he/she would not be eligible to be granted a visa as a dependant of the principal applicant.

· Both the applicant and the applicant’s spouse would each have to show income or savings, in the minimum amount referred to above.

· Children would no longer be treated as dependents of the principal applicant. They will have to establish their own visa entitlement.

There are no grandfathering provisions or grace periods, thus retirees may only discover the new changes when they apply for a new retirement visa or an extension to an existing one. 

Foreigners with Thai spouses 

These rules will not affect foreigners with Thai spouses. At present, a foreigner legally married to a Thai may apply for a 12 month visa with his/her spouse as the sponsor, provided that he/she can show savings of at least 400,000 Baht or income of at least 40,000 Baht per month. The savings must be in a bank account in Thailand in the sole name of the applicant or jointly with the applicant’s spouse.  

Comment

At a time when many Thai government departments and agencies are keen to promote Thailand as an attractive location for foreign retirees, it seems quite extraordinary that the retirement visa rules are being changed in a way that is likely to exclude or discourage foreign visa applicants. When adding these changes to others that have taken place during the past 12 months regarding the requirements for non immigrant visas and work permits, the impression given is of a growing anti-foreign attitude. It is to be hoped that a future government will recognize the negative effect of these proposals and consider their repeal.
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